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NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN - Local Green Spaces, Valued Community Spaces, Important Natural Habitat and A14 Mitigation Sites

Note about supporting materials 
(column I):

For each of the sites proposed for LOCAL GREEN SPACE status, we have compiled (or are compiling) a dossier of information, using a 
template which responds to the national criteria for LGS designation. We have used the same template for describing one site 
proposed only for INH status.  For other sites, i.e. those proposed for VCS or "A14 mitigation site" status, such a dossier is not 
needed, though in some cases evidence could be compiled to reinforce the "summary of values" presented in Column F of this 
spreadsheet. 

How you can contribute:

We would like to hear from any person interested in providing additional information and materials in support of one or more of the 
sites in this list, as this will strengthen the evidence base to be submitted with the final plan. Even those listed as "completed dossier" 
could be greatly strengthened with the knowledge and experience of more residents who know and love the sites. If interested, please 
contact ourplan@hisimp.net

WORKING NAME OF SITE EXPLANATION OF LOCATION / BOUNDARIES SUMMARY OF VALUES TO COMMUNITY OWNERSHIP AND LEGAL STATUS - Green Belt, 
Local Plan PVAA (Protected Village Amenity Area) 
or Village bye-laws

Status in 
Neighbourhood 
Plan

Supporting materials
(in addition, photos of some 
sites will be available on the 
hiplan.net site)

Manor Park Field and Histon Wood This is a cluster of contiguous pieces of land, lying either side of the 
Busway. They depend on each other for their high biodiversity and 
recreational values, so are considered as a single LGS. The cluster 
comprises:
Manor Park Field (including Histon and Impington Community 
Orchard), Histon Wood, the scrub triangle (NE of Histon Wood) and the 
St Audrey’s Close woodland (running NE between Manor Park and St 
Audrey’s Close). Ecologically linked to these but not part of the LGS is 
the area of wildlife-rich scrub on the factory site (covered by Policy 
HIM08).

The Manor Park field, Histon Wood and St Audrey’s Close 
woodland are used heavily by villagers from all over H&I for 
walking, running, dog-walking, birdwatching, picnicking and 
social events, and are connected ecologically and for 
recreation to the Girton Wood and other sites beyond. 
Histon Wood was planted by local residents in 1994, while 
the Community Orchard was planted by residents over 
2013-15. The orchard features East Anglian fruit tree 
varieties from centuries past (bred between 1600 and 1980). 
Wildlife thrives at the site, thanks in part to the connectivity 
to the dense factory scrubland and other nearby habitat, 
and includes eight priority vertebrate species in 
Cambridgeshire’s Biodiversity Action Plan.

Manor Park Field, the triangle and St Audrey's Close 
woodland are within village; Histon Wood is Green 
Belt.
MPF is on 99-year lease from Cambridgeshire 
County Council.  Histon Wood is owned by County 
Council. The triangle is privately owned.

LGS A dossier for the overall 
cluster, organised so as to 
show specific information for 
Manor Park Field, including the 
Orchard, because of its special 
characteristics.
Map of the site.
Cambridge Natural History 
Society study, 2014.
Survey of orchard in 2012.

Girton Wood The woodland midway between Histon and Girton, connected to each 
village via hedgerows and footpaths.

The Girton Wood is frequented by villagers from all over 
H&I, as well as Girton, for walking, running, dog-walking and 
birdwatching. Dog walkers in particular make heavy use of 
the woods. Footpaths and hedgerows provide important 
connectivity - ecological and recreational - to Histon Wood 
and to significant natural areas around Girton village.

Green belt.
Owned by Cambridgeshire County Council

LGS
INH

Dossier not yet done.
Outline map of site on Google 
Maps.
See also the map of Section 5 
of the A14 upgrade project.

Infant School Field Field on New School Road, associated with H&I Infant School This is currently used by the Infant School but will become 
available when the school moves to a new site. It is a 
strategic location for use as a community area, mainly for 
children's recreation.

Within village.
PVAA in Local Plan
Owned by Cambridgeshire County Council.

LGS Dossier not yet done.

Homefield Park Park between Water Lane and Hereward Close The park is used by residents from both north and south of 
the village, mainly for relaxing, informal children's play and 
dog-walking. It is close to IVC so is much used by 
schoolchildren for socialising. Parish Council proposes to 
erect a pavilion, which would be a semi-permanent, 
movable structure, to facilitate use for community events 
(arts, culture etc).

Within village.
PVAA in Local Plan.
Covenant from Chivers prohibits development.
PC bye-law of 1989 on "pleasure grounds" applies 
to this site.
Parish Council owns it.

LGS Dossier not yet done.

Histon Village Green The existing village green in the heart of the village. The Village Green itself is the heart of the village, with a well 
documented history and massive local value for its beauty, 
huge trees and pond, recreation, picnicking and numerous 
community events. 

Within village.
PVAA in Local Plan.
PC bye-law of 1989 on "pleasure grounds" applies 
to the Village Green.
Parish Council owns Village Green.

LGS No dossier needed as 
universally known.



Impington Coppice Woods from southern end of Cambridge Road up to Burrough Field This narrow strip of deciduous woodland supports plentiful 
birdlife and is heavily used by Impington residents for 
walking, dog-walking and as a pleasant alternative to 
walking along Cambridge Road. It serves a vital purpose as a 
visual screen and absorber of noise and air pollution 
between The Coppice and Cambridge Road and between 
The Coppice/Burrough Field and the B1049. For both 
walkers and birds, the woodland connects with woodland 
and fields on the other side of the B1049.

Within village.
Two contiguous PVAA's in Local Plan.
PC bye-law of 1989 on "pleasure grounds" applies 
to this site.
Parish Council owns all of it.

LGS
INH

Dossier not yet done.

Crossing-Keeper's Copse Triangular copse from Crossing-Keeper's Hut to Bridge Road The Copse is a 1.7 ha broad-leaved woodland, located at the 
heart of Impington and heavily used by residents for 
walking, dog-walking, enjoying nature, socialising, resting 
and snacking during longer hikes and bike rides - and even as 
Santa’s Grotto at Christmas!  It is also highly valued for 
mitigating the noise, air pollution and visual impacts of the 
B1049. It's a scarce habitat type and vitally important for 
people in the south of the villages, as there is an extreme 
shortfall of natural green space in Impington west of the 
B1049.

Within village.
PVAA in Local Plan.
Blanket Tree Protection Order exists on all the trees 
in the copse.
Most owned by Histon and Impington Parish 
Council. Small piece owned by Histon FC Holdings.

LGS
INH

Completed dossier.
Google Maps images of site.

Doctor's Close
(also called "Doctor's Close Pocket Park").

Northern corner of field at Doctor's Close, opposite St Andrew's, 
Impington, plus adjacent field and small lake.

This site is one of very few areas of green space at the 
eastern end of the village. The public recreation area, 
adjacent paddock and small lake surrounded by trees make 
a picture postcard scene and support many birds, 
dragonflies, ducks, frogs and toads, including species of 
conservation significance. The Parish Council, in consultation 
with the landowners, aims to conserve the site’s biodiversity 
while expanding the area available for recreation and nature 
study.

Within village.
Public recreation area is PVAA in Local Plan.
Parish Council owns the public recreation area, for 
which a covenant from Chivers prohibits 
development and PC bye-law of 1989 on "pleasure 
grounds" apply. The rest of the site is privately 
owned.

LGS Completed dossier.
Google Maps image of site.

Clay Close Lane Pocket Park Pocket Park bounded by Clay Close Lane and Burgoynes Road. This small site is a favourite place for relaxation and 
contemplation by residents of this part of the village. It is 
also used by students from the nearby IVC.  It has log seating 
amongst mature trees, one of which is a local variety of 
apple (Chivers Delight).

Within village.
It is owned by the Parish Council, to whom it was 
donated in 1992.

LGS Dossier not yet done.

North Buxhall Farm Northern half of Buxhall Farm (12 ha) plus strip joining it to Cottenham 
Road

This area is arable agricultural land, hedgerows and ditches, 
which until recently was part of the EU Stewardship scheme 
with public access granted. It is used daily by villagers for 
walking, running, cycling, horse riding and dog walking and 
offers spectacular views all the way across to Ely Cathedral. 
It supports a wealth of biodiversity, which has been 
frequently highlighted in a local naturalist’s blog: several 
species of mammal, 14 bird species of conservation 
significance and a great variety of wild flowers, moths, 
butterflies, wasps, bees and predatory insects. The site is 
connected (ecologically and for walkers) with other green 
areas to the east, north and west of the village.

Green Belt.
It is owned by Cambridgeshire County Council and 
leased to farmer.

Green Belt.
LGS 
(complementing 
proposal for 
construction of 
school in southern 
part of farm).

Completed dossier.
Google map of site.
2011 ecological survey.
Map of former permissive 
paths.
See also Buxhall-tagged blog 
entries at https:
//thenaturephile.com/ 

Rowley's Field North-west edge of village: Rowley’s Field (and adjoining Horse 
Chestnut field on Meadow Farm. This site is connected with the Croft 
Close Set Aside site via Abbey Farm (a Scheduled Ancient Monument) 
and Histon Manor.

A much loved and much used, tranquil, wildlife-rich site, 
situated on the NW fringe of the village, with magnificent 
old trees standing in the fields. Together with Croft Close the 
site supports a number of Biodiversity Action Plan priority 
species (Bullfinch, Linnet, Yellowhammer, Grass Snake and 
others). These sites and adjacent bridleways are heavily 
used by dog-walkers, walkers and horse-riders from all over 
H&I. Young people also use the area for socialising. Rowley’s 
Field was the traditional ‘gathering area’ for the Feast 
Parade.

Green Belt.
Privately owned.

LGS
INH

Completed dossier, shared 
with Croft Close Set Aside due 
to shared wildlife and other 
values and close connection.
Google map of the two sites.



Croft Close Set Aside North-west edge of village: Between Gunn's Lane and Abbey Farm, just 
at the end of Croft Close. Connected with Rowley’s Field via Abbey 
Farm and Histon Manor.

This site has regenerating woodland, rich in wildlife, and is 
one of the most important sites for local birdwatchers, as 
well as dog walkers. Together with Rowley's Field and Manor 
Farm, the site supports a number of Biodiversity Action Plan 
priority species (Bullfinch, Linnet, Yellowhammer, Grass 
Snake and others) and a very ancient oak tree. The adjacent 
bridleways, with their substantial hedgerows, not only put 
this site on a major walking route but also provide very 
significant ecological connectivity.

Green Belt.
Privately owned.

LGS
INH

Completed dossier, shared 
with Rowley's Field, due to 
shared wildlife and other 
values and close connection.
Google map of the two sites.

Cawcutt's Lake and adjacent land The site includes Cawcutt's lake and the fields between the Holiday Inn 
and the A14/B1049, including the piece of woodland beside the 
Holiday Inn driveway.

Before the A14 expansion scheme, this site and the field to 
the north were already very important as by far the largest 
and most significant green space open (thanks to landowner 
tolerance) to walkers and dog-walkers in the southern half 
of the village (and also Orchard Park), which has an extreme 
shortage of such areas. The lake itself is important for 
birdlife, including cormorants, duck, coots and Great Crested 
Grebe, as well as for fishing. The expansion of the A14 has 
caused extensive damage to this site, and it is a top priority 
for the village to restore and manage it so as to enhance its 
value in mitigating the impacts of the A14, specifically 
reducing noise and air pollution, visual screening, 
maintaining quality of recreation, maintaining a green 
barrier between the village and the road / city, and 
supporting wildlife. There is an agreement with Highways 
England and SCDC to plan jointly some woodland 
restoration, creation of new habitat and other landscape 
enhancement, and some funding is available. Discussions 
with the landowners are under way.

Green Belt. 
Privately owned, apart from the strip bought by 
Highways England.

LGS
INH
A14 mitigation 
site

Dossier not yet done.
Outline map of site on Google 
Maps.
See also the map of Section 5 
of the A14 upgrade project.

Fields north of Cawcutt's Lake The site comprises the field between Cawcutt's lake and the busway. The field is used by the owners for hay-making and for large 
social events. Thanks to the tolerance of the owners, the 
area is also heavily used by walkers, especially dog-walkers, 
because it is the only substantial open space in the vicinity 
of the the south of the village. It supports birds of prey 
(buzzard, kestrel), green woodpeckers and other wildlife. 
The site lies between the A14 and the southern and eastern 
parts of the village (including the Recreation Ground), so its 
use and development will influence the impacts of the 
upgraded A14 on the community (air pollution, noise, visual 
impacts etc). Part of the site could potentially be included in 
landscape enhancement activities, to be planned 
collaboratively between Highways England, SCDC, the Parish 
Council, the Histon & Impington A14 Action Group and 
willing landowners.

Green Belt. 
Privately owned,

A14 mitigation 
site

See map of Section 5 of the 
A14 upgrade project.

Feldsted Farm woodland Approx 9.2ha of woodland and hedgerows on Feldsted Farm, running 
in broad swathes along the field edges, both alongside the busway and 
perpendicular to it.

The woodland and hedgerows on this arable farm support 
abundant birdlife, which has been ringed and monitored by 
local ornithologists, as well as wildflowers and insects. The 
woods contain a number of fabulous trees, some of which 
have preservation orders, and provide nesting habitat for 
buzzards and red kite, amongst other species. The areas of 
natural habitat connect the Cawcutt's Lake fields ecologically 
to the fields south of Milton Road and thence to Manor 
Farm and also to the north-east corner of the village.  There 
was formerly an informal walking route through the farm. 
Part of the woodland fringes the Recreation Ground, 
providing not only an attractive setting for this major 
community facility but also potentially reducing the impacts 
of air pollution from the A14 on both the Rec and IVC 
(pollution impacts can be significant up to 1.5km from a 
busy road).

Green Belt.
Privately owned.

INH
A14 mitigation 
site

Basic dossier (bearing in mind 
this is for INH status only, not 
LGS).
Map of site on Google Maps.
See also the map of Section 5 
of the A14 upgrade project.



A14 western side Area of land on the north side of the A14, to the west of Lone Tree 
Avenue (i.e. west of the roundabout).

Apart from the land purchased by Highways England, most 
of the land in this area belongs to NIAB and is used for 
agricultural research. At the same time its location between 
the A14 and the south-western part of the village make it a 
critical site in terms of influencing the impacts of the 
upgraded A14 on the community. Air pollution, noise and 
visual impacts originating from this western section of the 
A14 affect hundreds of Impington households and the 
impacts are projected to worsen in future.  The Highways 
England-owned parts of this site will be included in a 
programme of landscape enhancement, aimed at mitigating 
A14 impacts above and beyond DCO requirements, which is 
to be planned collaboratively between Highways England, 
SCDC, the Parish Council, the Histon & Impington A14 Action 
Group and willing landowners. NIAB will also be consulted 
and encouraged to participate in this collaborative effort 
with measures not detrimental to their research 
programmes.

Green Belt. 
Owned by Highways England and NIAB.

A14 mitigation 
site

See map of Section 5 of the 
A14 upgrade project.

South Road Playground Play area, to the south-west of the junction of South Road and Mill 
Road.

This play area for children is heavily used by families in the 
south of the village and it is a very important asset, 
especially given the shortfall of spaces for children's 
recreation relative to District minimum standards. A 
covenant ensures that the site will be used for this purpose. 
Many people also take dogs there, as there are very few 
alternative spaces in this part of the village. Many residents 
would like the area for public use to be expanded but this 
will only be possible if NIAB is willing to make land availabe.

Green Belt.
Covenant requires it to be used as play area.
PC bye-law of 1989 on "pleasure grounds" applies 
to this site
Owned by Parish Council.

LGS Dossier not yet done.

School Hill Garden
(also known as Manorial Waste)

Area to the west of the library and Tesco supermarket (on Histon High 
Street) and to the east of School Hill.

This central site is a popular area for people, especially 
young people, to gather for a chat. The green space is also 
important to the open, friendly feel of this central part of 
the village.

Within village.
Owned by Parish Council.

VCS None.

Peace memorial Lies between Water Lane and Station Road, opposite Homefield Park. This site is of historical and social importance. Within village.
Owned by Parish Council.

LGS No dossier needed as 
universally known.

H&I Recreation ground. To the East of New Road and Bridge Road, adjacent to (but excluding) 
the Histon Football Club ground.

The Rec occupies 5.9 hectares and is the village's main 
sports area. It should be maintained in full, especially as the 
village has a major shortfall of recreation areas relative to 
the District's minimum standards.
Fields in Trust website (http://www.fieldsintrust.
org/FieldSite/Histon-Impington-Recreation-Ground) says:
Histon & Impington Recreation Ground has its origins over a 
hundred years ago and now is a sixteen acre site which 
includes an area of 2.94 ha which the Parish Council 
purchased the freehold of in 2005. It is part of the 
Recreation Ground for which QE II status is being sought. 
The other 3 ha is leased on a lease from a local farming 
company (Chivers) and the lease expires in 2036. The part of 
the Recreation Ground which the Parish Council owns 
contains the main facilities including a new fully accessible 
pavilion building, four grass tennis courts, netball court, 
bowls green, croquet courts, football pitches, cricket pitch, 
outdoor gym, multi use games area and play area. The play 
area was enlarged and redeveloped two years ago. Eight 
hundred village residents of all ages either belong to the 
dozen sports and activity clubs based on the Recreation 
Ground.

Green Belt.
Parish Council bye-law of 1989 on "pleasure 
grounds" applies to this site.
Rec is part owned by Parish Council (with Fields in 
Trust) and part leased from private landowner.

VCS None.

IVC playing fields. At Impington Village College to the east of New Road. IVC playing field is 5.6 hectares and provides sports and 
recreational opportunities for over 1,300 students.

Green Belt.
Owned by Morris Education Trust.

VCS None.

Histon & Impington Junior School playing 
fields

Playing fields adjacent to the school in the heart of Histon. The recreation fields of the Junior School are a vital asset for 
the village, primarily for children's recreation as well as 
certain fairs and festivals.

Within village.
Owned by Cambridgeshire Primary Education Trust.

VCS None.



St Audrey's Community Centre Green The open green space, just west of the Community Centre and 
surrounded by St Audrey's Close

The green occupies about 1.3 ha and is much appreciated by 
the residents of this part of the village. It provides an open 
feel to the neighbourhood as well as a play area.

Within village. LGS Dossier not yet done.

Equipped play area next to Village Green The playground between the Village Green and Glebe Way. The central location of this playground, which has been 
equipped by the Parish Council, means that it is in constant 
use. It is a very important asset, especially given the shortfall 
of spaces for children's recreation relative to District 
minimum standards.

Within village.
PVAA in Local Plan.

VCS None.

Primrose Lane playground The playground between Primrose Lane and Villa Road, at the western 
end of the Primrose Lane housing estate.

This playground was established to serve the families of the 
new housing estate. It is much used by local residents and is 
a very important asset, especially given the shortfall of 
spaces for children's recreation relative to District minimum 
standards.

Within village. VCS None.

Greenleas Green Within the Greenleas estate. It is an open green space which is integral to the Greenleas 
estate and should be protected.

Within village LGS Dossier not yet done.

Cemetery The site includes the existing cemetery and the adjacent area of 
allotments to the north of it.

The area occupied by the allotments is designated for future 
expansion of the cemetery. The use as allotments will 
continue until the expansion becomes necessary.

Within village LGS No dossier needed as 
universally known.


